Rye Historical Society – Newsletter

December 2010 Written and Edited by Alex Herlihy
 

Note: This newsletter is being sent out to many people beyond our membership as a complimentary holiday offering by the Rye Historical Society. You are receiving this special newsletter edition because of some contact you have had with the society/museum or because one of the Board members thought you would be interested. To join RHS, dues are:  $10 individual; $15 family; $50 business/corporate;  $200 individual life membership. Dues may be mailed to RHS, PO Box 583, Rye, NH 03870, left in RHS folder at the Library desk or brought to the museum. Checks payable to: Rye Historical Society.
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Museum Gift Shop

1.

Items in Museum Gift Shop - Parsons History of Rye 1905, Two Acadia photo books on Rye by Varrell and Karabatsos, Rye and Beyond - poetry inspired by Rye history by RHS founder Jessie Herlihy, Just Rye Harbor, two books on Isles of Shoals, Wallis Sands Beach Revisited by Deb Cross, Rye Harbor (poetry) and Seahawk (40/50's Rye hockey team) both by Bruce Valley, The Churches of Rye NH, Recipes from Rye, note cards for Rye postcards, postcards of historic photos, maps of Rye 1805 and Gosport (Star Island) in 1800's, and more.

 

----------------------------------------------------

                              

RHS Board
2.
Alex Herlihy, chair

Becky Marden, co-chair

Chris Remick, secretary

Sue Reynolds

Priscilla Metalious

Connie Carignan

Mike Mittleman

 

I WOULD LIKE TO GIVE A HEARTY PERSONAL THANKS TO THIS FINE BOARD FOR ALL THEY HAVE CONTRIBUTED OVER THE YEARS. 

 

                                           --------------------------------------------------

3.  The Rye Historical Society has received a grant from the Louise Tallman Advisory Account of the NH Charitable Foundation for the purpose of completing the digitizing of the Town Museum's collection and organizing it so that the photo

 collection, a sampling of artifacts and a complete listing of all of our documents will be easily accessible to the public toward the end of next year.

 

This grant has already reaped benefits - go to RHS website (www.ryenhhistoricalsociety.org) and see over 120 historic photos of Rye that staff person Lindsay Burke has added.  Viewers of the site will be able to see photos and then request  high resolution copies of them  from the Town Museum for a small fee. 

 

                                                --------------------------------------------------

 

4.

Attachment to this newsletter:  "Our Town Speaks" - When you open this attachment you will find enticing reasons to visit the museum called: "Spirits Inhabit Town Museum."  There are also two short pieces:  "Rye history in a Clam shell" and  the history of the RHS as it evolved from the Bi-centennial and how the Town Museum came to be.

 

                                             --------------------------------------------------------

                       

 5.                                           RHS THANKS THE FOLLOWING

 

a. All our volunteers who staffed the museum on Saturdays

 

b. Rye Driftwood Garden Club and Rye Ridge Greenery for cultivating and maintaining outside planting

 

c. Jason Kindstedt and his Green Penguin  Landscaping crew for mowing the museum lawn

 

d. Louise Tallman - for a half century of work researching the history of our town, keeping our old graveyards clean and endless other tasks (see all that she has written about Rye in the Library NH Room!) and for her generous and endless financial support to the society and the museum.

 

e. Rye Public Library Staff - for all their support to the Society and the Museum in so many ways!

 

f. Herb Drake - as a Rye native whose family goes way back, Herb is probably the most knowledgeable person in town about our history; I have spend many hours with him recording his recollections and having more than a few laughs over the irreverent history of Our Town

 

g. David Herlihy - my brother and another native; a died in the wool townie, he has a wealth of knowledge he has shared  with me, especially about the old timers; he spent many years in Charlie Green's kitchen on Washington road absorbing all of the lore and often doubled over with laughter at Charley's colorful 

stories.

 

h. Nina Fox Herlihy -  my wife who has been such a big supporter of me and the museum over the years in so many ways from decorating the museum, coming up with original ideas for programs and fund raising and providing wonderful refreshments             

 

i. Lindsay Burke - our one day a week staff person who has contributed so much over the last 2 1/2 years, starting as a graduate student at UNH and blossoming into a real museum professional. We have burrowed deep into the treasurers of Rye history over this time, created the current exhibit together and developed a great working relationship.

                  

j. And to everyone else who has contributed to the Society and the museum over the years - MANY THANKS!!!

                                              -------------------------------------------------

 

6.

House Plaque Project - All houses in Rye, not just old ones, are free to purchase a plaque for their home;  home owners will determine what they want on the plaque (date(s), builder/ families who have lived in it the longest). This is an exciting way to add to the historical and cultural richness of our town;  info. flier/application available on coffee table in Library. Samples of plaques on view at the museum. for further info contact Board member  Priscilla Metalious - priscillalm@comcast.net
 

                                        -----------------------------------------------------------

7.

Historic Trolley tours of Rye - RHS recently collaborated with Rye Elem. School Librarian Denise Wheeler to take 

                         4th graders on a three hour tour with stops at Town Museum, Philbrick Farm, St. Andrews Chapel,

                         Drake House, Rye Harbor and Odiorne Point.  Prior to the tour students were given a power  

                         point of historic photos of Rye by Board member Sue Reynolds This tour will develop into a tour for 

                        the  public starting next year as a fund raiser for the Town Museum. The historic photo tour is on  

                        view at the museum.

 

                                      ------------------------------------------------------------

8.

Touring the Historic and Natural Sites of Rye - The above 4th grade trolley tour inspired museum director Alex 

                       Herlihy to wonder about other sites of significance in the town. When you start down any road in 

                       Rye there are so many layers of natural and human history wherever you look. After meandering 

                       the roads of Rye, a first draft has yielded 12 pages and we know there is so much more. There are 

                       several people in town, natives and others, who are very good students of the town's history

                       and the goal of RHS is to tap that reservoir of knowledge to expand this first draft. Once we 

                       have done that next year, we will have a basis for creating an  in depth historic trolley tour

                       which will be preceded by a power point of historic photos in the Library. In addition RHS will

                       create a self guided printed tour which visitors to the museum can purchase. Many will remember

                       the superb state guides created by the Federal Writers Project during the New Deal in the 

                       1930's. The NH Guides description of Rye will also inspire this project.

 

                                              ------------------------------------------------------

 

9.

Older House Inventory - RHS is documenting all houses and other buildings in Rye built before WWII;

                               an initial photo shoot captured over 260 images last fall, but several were missed;

                               eventually we hope to document as much information on these houses as possible and

                               the collection will be available in the Town Museum. Albums of these photos on view at the  

                               museum along with the original "Old House Albums" (before 1825) with documented info

                               that was put together by Louise Tallman and the Every Other Tuesday Club in the early 1970's

 

                                                ---------------------------------------------------

 

10.

Old Graveyard inventory - Rye has over 59 old family graveyards and RHS members Mike Mittleman and        

                               Steve Cash have photographed all of them; these images are on view at the museum. We 

                              hope to use the extensive graveyard research by Rye historian Louise Tallman to incorporate 

                              with this collection. Prior to the 1890's when the central cemetery was laid out, people were  

                              buried  on the property where they lived. In the 1890's many remains were removed to the new 

                              cemetery, but others along with their graves remain in the original graveyards Tallman has

                               made a self guided tour of some of the more prominent graveyards which is available at the 

                              museum, but this will now be expanded. 

                             Next July the society will host a meeting of the NH Old Graveyard Association

 

                                                     -------------------------------------------------

11.

Films about Rye - The RHS currently has five films about Rye and they may be viewed at the museum:

                             "Rye on the Rocks" which includes Rye scenery and poetry; Wallis Sands Revisited - Deb 

                              Cross companion film to her book, and three Ch. 9 "Chronicle" films created, produced and 

                              donated by Chronicle's Jenifer Crompton:  Rye Harbor, Star Island, Seahawk, the mid 

                              century hockey team with author and player Bruce Valley. Coming soon, the recent Chronicle 

                              segment on St Andrews Chapel and more Isles of Shoals films. There are other Rye films out 

                              there so if you know of one please tell us. Rye films may be viewed on the museum's monitor.

 

                                                 -----------------------------------------------------

 

12.

"Our Town" and the largest map of Rye - In 1993 when the Jr. High was doing the highly successful Our Town 

                              program, once a week volunteers would come into the school and work with students on a 

                              project related to Rye. One group chose to make a may of Rye past and present. The result 

                              was a 6'6" high map with lots of information and many photos and it hung proudly in the entry 

                              way to the school for years. But eventually it was moved to the teachers room where most

                              people did not see it. The Town Museum requested that the map be donated and it is now on

                              display where it just barely fit on one of our walls. It is a testament to the work of these students

                              and their adviser and a reminder that "Our Town" should be re-instated in the curriculum  .

 

                                                     ---------------------------------------------------

13

Rye Barn Inventory and Tour - RHS has initiated a photo documentation of all Rye barns; over 50 barns have  

                              been counted and most appear in good shape; Board member Connie Goss Carignan has 

                              photographed many of the barns and last year we had a program by John Porter, the           

                              recognized historian of NH barns. We hope to have a barn tour in the future but we 

                              need assistance from some Rye barn owners to help organize such a tour.  If you are interested

                              please contact the society.

 

                                                    -------------------------------------------------

 

14.

Rye acquires the Goss Farm and barn - Thanks to Rye Open Space funds and a federal grant, the town is 

                              now the proud owner of the historic Goss barn on Harbor Rd and the 12 acres on the north side 

                              of the road that go with it. This historic site had a working farm with a tidal mill dating from the

                              1700's  Now it will be used for agriculture and recreation. The revival of farming in Rye has

                               been given a huge boost with this purchase. Many thanks to the members of the Goss family

                               who made this possible as well as the Conservation Commission.

                               It may be possible for the RHS to display some agricultural tools, equipment and historic 

                               photos in the barn without hindering its use so that the rich history of Rye farming may be on 

                               display.

 

                                                   -----------------------------------------------

 

15.

World War II Lives on in Rye -For the past few years Jr. High librarian Mary Coombs and history teacher Ron 

                              Fortier have worked with 8th graders studying US history  to organize an annual USO show.

                              The Town Museum has provided materials for the students to create  a WWII museum in the 

                              library as part of the unit. Students interview grandparents and learn firsthand about that

                              terrible time. The culminating event of this unit is a USO show put on by the students. They

                              learn to swing dance in phys ed classes and you would not believe how those girls can

                             belt out those great old songs from the 40's and their clothes...well its more like young women

                             than 8th grade girls. Veterans are invited to come and formally recognized and everyone is 

                             invited to dance. It is an evening to remember and the public is invited. This years event is 

                             March   31st. Over 250 Rye residents served in the war and one, Richard Goss, was killed.

 

                                                      --------------------------------------------------

 

16.

An afternoon with Alma Locke - Many people in Rye know that  Alma Locke was a famous singer for the USO  

                             during the war and entertained troops in Boston, NY and elsewhere with many of the great

                              band leaders of the day including Glen Miller, Tommy Dorsey and Artie Shaw. Recently I spent 

                             an afternoon with Alma at her lovely apartment in the Drake House overlooking the ocean.

                             She reminisced about all those great old standards she sang that still excite us today and get us 

                             onto the dance floor. (Embraceable You, A Nightingale Sang in Barclay Square, etc.)  She was 

                             very pleased to know that Rye Jr high students are carrying on the USO spirit.  

                                                    --------------------------------------------------

 

17.

Rye Library Centennial - 2011 marks the centennial of the Rye Public Library, the last to be built in Rockingham 

                              county  From its modest beginning when Mary Tuck Rand gave the land and funds for its 

                              construction, Rye residents have watched it grow through three major additions to the present 

                              state of the art facility. (The story of Rye's library goes way back before 2011 and reads more 

                              like a saga, high drama or soap opera  depending on how it is viewed. To read the 

                              account, look at Parsons "History of Rye" (1905) p. 222-225.)

                              The RHS has been asked by the Library to participate in its centennial activities by presenting

                              a program in April on "What Rye Was Like When the Library Was Built in 1911."

                              Didn't the Library staff do themselves proud in the Holiday parade by winning first place?

                                                  -----------------------------------------------------

 

18.

2010 is the 225th anniversary of Rye becoming a town - It is easy to confuse Rye's origins since we know early 

                              European settlers (the Berrys and other Founding Families) settled "Sandy Beach" (today Foss 

                              Beach) in the 1630's, but for the next century there was no official town as the land was claimed

                              by the surrounding communities. But for people who lived here in Sandy Beach, later changed 

                              to Rye, it was always "Our Town."  The long six mile slog above Sagamore Creek to church in 

                              Portsmouth challenged that faith of many, but finally in 1726, after several requests of the 

                              NH colonial  government, Rye was granted "parish" status and the first church was erected on 

                              the hill. It was only in 1785 that the new NH legislature granted full status to Rye as a town.

                              (Rye celebrated its town  bi- centennial in 1985 with a two day event at the Town Hall

                               when RHS borrowed as many artifacts about Rye as it could find and filled the old hall for 

                              an endless procession of interested residents and students. RHS had come into its own.

                              And it was in 1986 that the town offices began to use the big hall and they also allowed RHS

                              to mount a small exhibit there which served as the "town museum" until the current one opened 

                              in 2002.

 

                                                  -----------------------------------------------------

 

19.

Nov.- April Town Museum Hours - Most every Wed. from 2-4; some Fridays 2-4; and at other random times

                               when sign and flag are out; visitors are encouraged to request museum

                               be open; most of the time that will be convenient; call  director - info below; 

                               If we had new volunteers we could open  Sat. 10-12; if interested, contact museum

                               director Alex Herlihy at - alexherlihy@comcast.net or call 997 6742

                                                         

                                                           ------------------------------------------------

 

20.

Rye Public Library and Rye Town Museum - Before 2002 when the museum was open, the Library was the 

                               place where documents/books about Rye were collected; the RHS had a small museum 

                              display in the Town Hall from 1985, but it was the Library where people went to research town 

                               history. The Library's NH Room today is testament to that history. We in the RHS are grateful to 

                               the Library staff for working so closely with us and co-sponsoring so many public programs. 

                               People interested in town history research should always include Library's NH Room

                               as well as the Town Museum.

 

                                                   -----------------------------------------------------------

 

21.

"Rye on the Rocks" by William Varrell, 1962 - this book surfaced recently at the new book store in Portsmouth,

                            Sheafe Street Books just around the corner from Ceres Bakery. This is a wonderful new

                            shop with lots of nooks and very interesting titles and Ken Kozick and his cat Petunia are great 

                            hosts. While we were browsing a customer pulled Varrell's book off the shelf to buy and we heard 

                            that  Ken had pulled it out of a dumpster at Strawbery Banke! This gem of a Rye history has long

                            been out of print but some day the RHS hopes to republish it with a 20th century update. In the 

                            meantime, if anyone wants a project, it is in need of an index

 

                                                    --------------------------------------------------------

 

22.

Tasks that need doing for RHS and at the town museum - All organizations need volunteers, but one with a 

                           building needs even more: building custodian to help keep the museum in shape; coordinator of 

                           school programs; help organize public programs; create power point presentations on Rye 

                           history; community outreach/public relations; help locate Rye items (photos, artifacts, printed 

                           material, etc. that Rye residents may either donate or be willing to let the museum photograph or 

                           copy; fund raising (ie. house tours, barn tours, history trolley tours, yard sales, etc.);  and many 

                           more.

                              

                                                 ----------------------------------------------------------

 

23.

Volunteers needed for Museum/Society projects -  RHS encourages new volunteers to help with the items listed 

                                above and other projects listed on our website; WE NEED MORE ACTIVE                                

                                MEMBERS!  Write RHS chair/museum director Alex Herlihy

                                alexherlihy@comcast.net or call 997 6742

                                From now on this will be the official RHS telephone for inquiries about the society, the 

                                museum or Rye history in general.  

                                

                               We are a year round institution, here to serve the people of Rye.    

                               

                                                       ---------------------------------------------

                                                             

                                                              The Winter Solstice

24.

As the old year dies and the sunlight fades, we try to drive the dark away with holiday lights and draw closer to nature with greens in our homes. At this deeply ritualistic time as we mark the turning of the year, we are reminded of our ancestors all over the northern world who for thousands of years celebrated so many different rituals about death and re-birth around the winter solstice, Christmas being but one of them. We know that those who came before us in Rye brought many of these Celtic and English solstice traditions with them to practice during these darkest days. Our ancestors had their ears finely tuned to nature's rhythms and honored them well. We can do the same.  (book in Rye Library called "The Winter Solstice" by John Mathews is an excellent source on these traditions.)     

 

                                          ---------------------------------------------------------

25.

             "Winter Rainbow" by Jessie Herlihy from "Rye and Beyond"

 

                      Cerulean arch above

                      scarlet Cardinals,

                      ebony and gold Grosbeaks,

                      sky-feathered Jays,

                      purple-sooty Starlings ,

                      drab Doves,

                      black-capped Chickadees,

                      all arched on snow below .

                      Frame: crimson bunched berries

                      on iced brown branches.

 

                                   --------------------------------------------------

 

   26.                                                   Memories of December in Rye

 

Church fairs in the old Town Hall bring great waves of nostalgia with all the hand made items and home made cooking - the old hall was a feast for the senses and a great holiday gathering place for mid century Rye, and what characters Rye had back then...its was a different time.   In the late 70's RHS got several homes in the center to have an open house so strollers would start at the school and visit decorated homes on the way to the Town Hall where refreshments awaited them. Searching deep in what is now Parsons Woods in an old Army jeep

for the perfect Christmas tree, chilled us to the bone and made the memory of that hot mulled cider all the more poignant. The old Congregational church (1837-1959) was the scene of great holiday celebration and singing carols with the choir from the rear second floor alcove with the congregation was special indeed. Cold Decembers brought ice to the ponds of Rye before the big snows and that meant the Rye "Gear Grinders" were out racing their jalopies on Burkes Pond on Central Rd. just before the golf course and after that we would skate forever on the Eel pond and play pick up hockey games with the local Franciscan friars. And of course it meant Seahawk hockey games at their rink on the boulevard across from Jenness Beach. Browns Pond on Love Lane was the scene of many bonfires on the ice and skating on the pond. And then to skate up Bailey's Brook on a gray December day with the pale sun low int he sky was to skate into a Brueghel painting.  Then the great snows came, endless whiteouts with drifts towering above us, natural snow forts and battle stations for the inevitable snowball fights. When peace finally reigned, the stillness of the great white world left us in wonder as we made our way back through the magical village to our snowbound homes.

 

                            ----------------------HAPPY HOLIDAYS------------------------------

